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Introduction and Notes for Teachers 

'The Key to Arabic' teaches students the skills they need to read and write Arabic, The letters of 
the alphabet are introduced one at a time, and the student is given the opportunity to read 
each letter with the various possible combinations of long and short vowels, as well as the ’ay' 
and ’ow' dipthongs, sukoon and shadda. The use of colour coding in presenting the various 
vowel sounds helps the student to grasp them more quickly, Each letter is also shown in all its 
forms: initial, medial, final and isolate so that the student can learn to recognise the letter 
wherever it appears in the word, as well as how to write it. Clear arrowed diagrams show the 
student the correct pen direction when writing, 

Arabic words are introduced from an early stage, but no word contains letters that the student 
has not already covered, This assimilative approach enables the student to learn the alphabet 
in a gradual yet thorough manner, without feeling daunted by the prospect of having to learn 
the entire alphabet at one go. 

Each letter in the first half of the alphabet is covered on a double-page spread. As the 
student's confidence in reading and writing increases, this is reduced to a single page per 
letter, and exercises are introduced to reinforce reading and writing skills and to encourage 
some basic vocabulary acquisition, 

For the self-taught student, a quick reference guide to reading skills is provided at the outset to 
enable him or her to understand the various vowel sounds and gain an overview of the 
method of joining Arabic letters together to form words, before putting the skill into practice. 

An optional CD recording of the materials in this workbook is available to help students in 
mastering correct Arabic pronunciation. 

After completing the alphabet, students have the chance to develop their skills further through 
a set of carefully designed exercises. The first of these (p.55) provides an opportunity for read- 
; ing and dictation practice, by presenting pairs of similar sounding words, This encourages the 
student to listen carefully and distinguish between letters that might easily be confused by the 
non-Arabic-speaker. 

Pages 56-59 introduce simple non-verbal sentences using the masculine and feminine forms of 
This is,.. , as well as a wide range of useful vocabulary. Page 60 teaches the alif a!-maqsura. 
with plenty of reading practice. The primary use of 'al' ('the') is taught on pages 61-64, with an 
explanation of how the following sun and moon letters affect the pronunciation of this word 

Pages 65-68 employ passages of dialogue to teach the student simple useful expressions such 
as greetings, introducing oneself, asking someone their name and saying goodbye. These 
dialogues can form the basis for role playing within the classroom setting. The dialogues on 
page 67 can easily be adapted as a classroom game whereby one student imagines another 
student to be in one of the places shown on the page, and the rest of the class take turns to 
ask questions in Arabic to establish the imaginary person's identity and whereabouts. 

Having completed “The Key to Arabic" successfully, students should feel comfortable in 
reading any passage of vocalised text presented to them, and will hopefully have gained the 
confidence needed to take their study of this challenging language further. 
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The Arabic Alphabet 


ArfJ J ->E- 



Quick Reference Guide to Reading Skills 


lS 

j 

aa oo 

£ a/ ^ y 

1 

ee . 



s' 




sukoon a 

u 

i shadda a 

/ c an 

un un 

in 

a 

U 

■ 

1 


(no vowel) 


(doubled J 

** 









letter) 






s' 



1. The Short Vowels and Tanween 

There ore three short vowels in Arabic, They are written above or below the Arabic letters, 


a) Kasra This is a short diagonal stroke written below an Arabic letter. 

It Is pronounced ’i\ as in the English word 'lip'. e.g, 


If kasra is doubled, it changes the sound from ’i' to ’in' as in 
the English word ’tin ', This doubling of the vowel is known 

as "tanween kasra", e.g. 


$ 


b) Damma _ This is shaped rather like a small version of the Arabic letter 

waaw, and it is written above an Arabic letter, It is pronounced 
'u\ as in the English word 'full'. e.g 


& J3 


or 


If damma is doubled, it changes the sound from V to W as 
in the English word ’sun'. This doubling of the vowel is known 
as 'tanween damma", The two dammas are usually written in a 
joined-up form, though they may also be written separately.e.g. 


c) Fatha 

(Say fat-ha f ) 


This is a short diagonal stroke written above an Arabic letter. 

It is pronounced 'a', as in the English word 'dad', e.g 




if ra'ha is doubled, if changes the sound from 'o' to 'an' as 
in the English word 'man'. If is usually - though not always - 
supported by an alif, This doubling of the vowel is known 

as "tanween fatha". e,g 




J 

Di 

Ri 

Wi 


J 

J 


£ 


Din 

Rin 

Win 


2 

2 



a 


J 

J 

Du 

Ru 

Wu 



i? 


\ 

a 


J 

V 

Dun 

Run 

Wun 


s' 

s' 


s 

a 


-J 

j 

Da 

Ra 

Wo 

£ 



b 

I, 

L, 


J 

K =-# 

V 

Dan 

Ran 

Wan 



2. Joining up Arabic Letters 

Arabic is written from right to left across the page. Arabic words are written in a joined-up form To 
achieve this, the letters wrthin a word must be extended to join up with the following letter, unless they are 
one of the six naughty' letters (see overleaf), The letters that are being extended lose their tails in the 
joining process. The last letter in the word is written in its final form, which usually resembles the isolate or 
by itself form of the letter, though it is attached to the letter just before it by o short joining tine 

You will learn the correct way of joining each letter during the course of this book, but for now, study 
ins tallowing examples to gofn on overview of how fetters ore joined. 


a) ‘Boat 1 shaped letters 



to stand firm 


to open 


j*' -- x 


^ x- x* 

■ 


b) Letters with U-shaped tails 


J* u* Jf u* 

to engrave 

+ ** M 

— j J-O 

to smooth 

yy^ 


to be over 

s' ^ 

xuU- 


to stick 

1 

JU^2J 



" 1 

c) Letters with trailing tails 

-fcfctcc- 

to succeed 

s' ^ X 

+ 


to be busy 

X X 

Jbi 


to feel 

embarrassed 

X - 




♦ Ja 




d) Other letters, excluding the 
‘naughty letters’ 


-iS iU? -U 

to do wrong 

X* 1 X 1 X- 

(*-& 

\ 


to tefl a 
fortune 



to be dry 

O 
* « 



X" 


x 



♦ 





e 





lT- 


X 

y 



X 



X X 

y- 


y^ 




X X X 

X x x 

— u~ ^ ^ 


c 




* 4 


S' . s' 


«-* J- 




c3" — — ** — l 3_ , c i 






cc 


* 

J 


^ X- X 

J-t J 


J £ C 


^ . x 


-f cU 


J £ iJ 
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00 

■lM j, 

A ‘ud ^ 

00 

ee 

$ 


J3JJ 


s' 

jj 



sukoon o 

u 

i shadda 

ft 

A* 

an 

un 

un 

j 

in 

a 

u 

i 


(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 

„ J 

* — 

** 




£ 





e) The ‘Naughty' Letters 

There are six 'naughty' letters, which cannot be extended to the left and as a result should not be 


3- 4 J 

i ft _L 

Lj = 1 + <-> 

* * 

1 

^ + 1 
* * 

- 1 

Ju = $ + 

* *• 

^ ^ 

* * 

jJ = j + J 

+ 


3. The Long Vowels 

Three letters of the Arabic alphabet are used to lengthen the sound of the short vowels. These letters ore 

Yaa is used to lengthen 


Waaw is used to lengthen the 
V sound of darmma, so it 

n 

sounds like 'oo' as in 'moon', 




the V of kasra, so it sounds 
like ’ee' as in 'knee', 


Alif is used to lengthen the 
'a' sound of fatha, so it 
sounds like 'aa' ’('aardvark 


3 

. J 

Roo 


a 

V 


Joo 


* 

BOO 


Ree 


L ^ 


Jee 


Bee 




J 


Raa 


* 


Jaa 


Baa 


When alif itself is lengthened by an alif, it becomes an extra long 'aa' sound calied alif al-madd, which s 
written like this: \ e,g. 'Aaameen 1 (amen): /r ** • 

When a loam is followed by an alif, there is a special way of writing it (called a laam-alif) which ioo<s ■ e 

w r ^ ■ 

'iaami’un' 'salaamun’ 
(shining) (peace) 

A is a small circle placed on an Arabic letter to indicate the absence of a vowel upon + he 

letter, The letter on which a sukoon is placed must be assimilated to (i.e. slid together with) *ne 
sound of the last vowel before it, even if that vowel is at the end of the previous word, 

3 


\ f Kl \ f ^ * 

this: or, when the laam is preceded by another letter, like this; e.g, 4 


4. Sukoon 


Jr 


\ 


JJ 

Zur 


j* 

Fir 


J! 

Mur 


r" 

Norm 


Kam 

5. Shadda 

^ Shadda is a symbol written above a letter to show that the letter has been doubled, and 
therefore sounds stronger. The short vowels are written with a shadda like this: 


Qif 




^ l 


4 




QL 



& 


T# $ 

i>* C 


& 




+ 


4 - 


J 


| = a + * m 


r 


hV 


Hamza: £ and Alif: 


Hamza, known as a glottal stop in English, is an Arabic consonant that often 
accompanies tanween, sukoon, or short vowels. Hamza is itself often accompa- 
nied by a supporting letter or 'chair' which may take many forms, depending 
on rather complex rules that we needn't explore here, The various ways in 
which hamza may appear are shown below, For the purbose of reading, it is 
best to ignore the 'chair' hamza is sitting on and to concentrate on reading the 
vowel sound that the hamza is supporting. 

Alif, when not supporting a hamza, is a weak letter that takes the sound of any 
vowel accompanying or preceding it, Sometimes alif is a silent letter. 



Alif Hamza 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 





i 




I 


& id lit 

fr - £■ f 

«■ (J j _1 




7 



Baa 







— 

y 

1 i 

; 

1 JL 

\-y- 

* # ^ 

** * 

$ 

* 

* 

— 

— — 


— 



— 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 




i 

T — - 



a door 


my father 



Lz 



my door 


a door 




L 5 


# * 


my father 

a father 

s' 

£ 

& s 

c 

Jtar 

/ T 

** 

** X 

#■ 


source f core 

^ $ J* 



te sflid 'daddy' 


£ £ x 

uu 


dad 


Awgwsf 







9 



$ i ^ 


sukoon a 


u 


shadda 


(no vowel) 


(doubled 
letter) 




' & 

an un un in 


a u 


Copy eacn row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


r 


■ 









) 



Taa 


■©• 4 * 

Taa Marboota 

(tied up taa) 






* Ji 




4 




ASj I LlXj Ij 



or 1 




*+ 




Cm 


4 * 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words, 



j*, 

sir 





i? 




♦* * 


J repen t 


JO 



definitely 




l" 




a mulberry 

-fl $ 


ihe perished 







repentance 


& 


s' / 




dislike; pride 

3 $. j 


he stayed overnight 


s' 


S’ 



J 

# 



*♦ * 



1 ] 





S'. J? 




GQ OO 0© 




sukoon a u 


shadda 


(no vowel) 


(doubled 
letter) 


_a 


J 


an 


& jiji 
un un in 


a u 


uopy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 




U A “ 




Thaa 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


furniture 




U I 



furniture 

*+ ** f 

i-Ju 1 

garment; dress 

& < 

es ta hi ish ment h e w i ths to od 

i • j * 

1 ^ ^ ~ 


* £ * 














abundant growth he spread, scattered he yawned stabilization 




my furniture 
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s 

* 

aa 

oo 

ee 

& 

sukoon a 

u 

i shadda 

- A 

, an 

un un 

(no vowel) 


(doubled 

/ 





letter) 






u 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 




he answered, replied 

my pocket 



£ 


L J J>- | 


* * 

* 


*♦ ^ 







a a 

oo 

ee ^ 






& 


L>J 

s* it* ^ 

J" 

s' 

■fi 





sukoon a 

u 

i shadda 

a 

C an 

un un 

in 

a 

u 

I 

(no vowel) 


(doubled 

3 

w 

** 








letter) 




£ 



s' 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 







c- 


c-c-c 




aS 




* S 

















*+ 



Haa 





C 


r 


c 


c 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


a whale 



i* 





a watermelon 




- ■ - 

. . 1 1 






(7 watermelon 

seeds 

& SS 

hi jab, headscarf 

i? 

pilgrims 

* $ > 


* * 


CL * 
















calamity 


& 



under 


protest 









he looked for; 
he researched 
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£ 

$ 

GO 

$ ^ s 

oo 

ee 

jts 





sukoon a 

u 

i shadda 

a 

. C an 

un un 

in 

G 

U 

i- 

1 

(no vowel) 


(doubted 

tetter) 

j 

** 

j* 





s' 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 


















■ 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


my sister 


a peach 




a wicked person 

1* 


a peach 


s' 






4 # * 

S 


& 


* 



he hid f concealed 





& 


* 



n i v b ro t h er m y s is ter 



a nozzle 





* 


s 


Excellent! Bravo! 


s' 


s' 


a brother 

£ 


a nozzle 





my brother 



o- 

<5 ^ 

J>z-J 



* 


s' 

c 







s 3 $ * 


ao oo 


ee 






sukoon a u i shadda 


(no vowet) 


(doubled 

letter) 


J 


— 


s $ 

an un un in a u 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


i i i 



-L _ d p 


2 


$ 


& 






* J! 





b 





Daal 









+mr 

J- 5 


1 

I b 

O 



s* 



J 

*# 

S 

S 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


a bear 



'5 J 




a riding animal 

a worm 

a hear 



s 


& 


*+ 

iP 


Ajb 


L 

A 




a chicken 

S' s' 




my grandfather 

a grandfather 

he began 

s o u nd of foo Is tops 

a ' 

$ ' 

s' S' s' 

£ 

'iS s 

(C-b>- 


t Jb 

Aj b_0 

— * 

* 

♦ 

# * 


21 



! 


j m t 











& 

3 

aa 

$ * s 

1 shadda 

oo 

» 

ee 

1 

i % 



s' 

ji 




sukoon a 

u 

a 


an 

un 

un 

in 

a 

u 

i- 

! 



(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 

/ 

** 




£ 



s' 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 






s j* 

4 4 4 

:>:o 

rfl. s 

*44 

* 2 

j * t * 

£ 

IS 

i* 

* 

a 

* 

JS 


s' 

s' 



* 













s' 

4 

<o 

s' 

* 

o 

s' 

* 

o 

J2 

• 

O 

4 

_o 


S 

4 

* 

♦* 

44 

V 



*4 

*+ 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


a shot: 



& 




a wolf 

f. * 

a fly 

^ S S > 

** * 

4o 

& lock of hair 

S' S' ^ 

** £ * 

O 

/i£ sZaugJzfcred 

# 

■* * 

* J 


















1 i ozv I o vel yj excel l e n t ! 

s' ^ S 

1 wL-> 

he took 

wL>^ 1 

swinging 

(like a pendulum) a Sll0L 

PJ Jo JJ > c J-> 

* 


* * 

s 
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Find a word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out in its joined-up form next to 
tne correct picture. 




Find a word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out in its joined-up form next to 
the correct picture. 



25 


S 

4 

aa 

i jj 

s CJ s 

oo 

ee . 

s* 

1)! JJ 



9 - 


sukoon a 

u 

i shodda i 

A 

an 

un un 

in 

a 

u 

i 

(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 

J 

## 


£ 





Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


JJJ 






JJJ 


S' 


* » 


'■JJJ- 


✓ * 

)) ) 

/ J! 

) 

J 

s 

\ 



J 

J 

J 

s' 







£ 


J 



k \ 


Raa 




& 


j 


j 







ij 3J 


J 




J 


5 > 


j 


j 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words, 




a bicycle 


corn , maize 


Rajah (name of month) 


my Lord 




test , experiment 

a hull 

reward; pay t wages 

post, mail 

lS* ^ 

4 

& 

£ 

nJ* 


4* 

) ^ 



^ ) * £ 

S s' 

JJ 

j * 

s' 



27 


5 j $ 01 


aa oo ee 
„ J J 55 i# J3 jl 


sukoon a u i shodda 


(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 


J 


/ C Qn 


un un in 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


✓ 


S' 









J 






O JJ 


4 


jj -O 


a u 





Zaa 




55 


J 


J 


4 

\ 

So 

^ 4 

♦ * * 

J ) ) 

* » 

1 * * * 
MM 

lj 

i# 

4 

j 

m 

) 


JJJ 

S' 




£ 




28 





carrots 



^ S 



bread 

& J> 

* 

1 

a place of safetx / a hu tch ca rro ts 

& s,s & s s 

n i JJ 

* 


j i J j * 

J j w 

-^F J 


















29 



sukoon a 

(no vowel) 


5 


u 


0 


shodda 


oa 

I 


oo 


> 


4 - 


(doubled 

letter) 


J 






an 


un 


un in a u 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 



Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


a prayer mat 






a head 


& s 


a bridge 

a computer 

a bed 

a prayer ma: 


$ S- 

1 # s' 

’&S * s 

.. 


c— e>- 

f 

0 ^ 


* 

S J 

s' 



teaching 






glo rifictt turn of G od 


a sum; an accowit 
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Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 





a feather 

* f 




o 


she is drinking 






b ringer of good news 

she drinks 

(7 SWlifc 

feathers 

* 

^ S' s' 

'ft s / / 


t 

** 

u *+ 

t ^ 1 i* 

t 1*° ) 



* 

**■> 

s 


+ 




33 





(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 

















s' 
















Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 


a pear 





a rocket 


i 



r jj 


a picture 



a mat 


& 







j 


particular, specific 


1 * 



35 




s ^ ip 


aa oo ee 




sukoon a u i shadda 


(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 


J 


•fi 

£] an un un in 




-P 

a u 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 





l / 5 l / 5 



Daad 




iS 


♦ * *■ 



* J3 



1 # 

* * 

* 

1 • 

* 









36 


Copy each row onto the lines provided and practise reading the words. 

civilisation a molar tooth 



noise , a 









a* 









earth, ground 


eggs 




✓ 




H * 
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Find a word on the right that matches a picture on the left, then write it out in its joined-up -0"~ - ‘ 

the correct picture. 


0 / 



38 



; ~ ss etters in the box on the right to complete each word so that it matches its picture. 



39 




c S 

4 

aa 

£ aJ 

i 

i shadda 1 

00 

9 

ee ^ 

* 






sukoon a 

u 

a 

an 

un 

un 

in 

0 



{no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 


** 



£ 





Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


k)^> k k_ k_ k k 

» 

k 

k 









Taa 










ik 





i* 







Ik ^k ^k. *k 





k 




an aeroplane 

a path, way 

a duck 

a map, chart 

a doctor 


& s 



& 

•• £ } 

0 Ji? 

— U j-^»J 

k-j 


t _ u 

J 

s' 

+ 

*4 

* *♦ ♦ 







h jg Ls 

Ji_ Ji_ -b 


Ji 

Ji 

s' 

















uzelles 





a doctor 



s s 

** £ 1 

0 y & 




■ tiCr 

. I / / .;v ■' 

y V *•::-/ 




,-• 


a p/mie 



a dude 


I ::: , each row twice onto the tines provided and practise reading the sounds, 




* » 




* \ * i * 





— 



lii ji 






Zaa 

■ 

(L ike the sound of 'the', 
only heavier.) 



is 

Ji 


j* 




. ,. is Ji Ji 


Afrw D/wd 



c 





gaze/Jes 

Lk 


a zi^f mrrst 7 

id 

A* 


41 













5 

4 

aa 

p ^ 

oo 

G 

ee ^ 







sukoon o 

U 

i shadda 


/ i an 

an 

un 

in 

a u 



(no vowel) 


(doubled 


hr|r 

*# 



jS- 





letter) 





5" 

— , 



Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


/ 









/ 






*+ 




Ip 


_ p 














L p 

-P , — P' 

^-P 

P 

p 


J/ 

** ^ 


C 

c 


an arm 

i* - 

& 



a c.i 
& s / 


happy 



1* 




an old woman 





42 


■ 




Ghavn 




.. — • t 1 

— 

■*; q * 

^P 

/ 

* 

Ip 


/ 

* 

-P 

J3 

aP 

* 

.-P 

* 

£ 

9 

* 

f - 

♦♦ 


Jr 


Jr 

♦♦ ^ 

*4 

/ 

c 





















I a crow 

1? s S 

a parrot 

$ y # y 

| * 

f ~ JV ^ T 

a it’risf 

* j> 

♦ 


SWffl// 

i? 

* 

fl 

1* , 

cl 

lid 

Up 

* * * 





s' 











43 


5 

£ 

S* tM 

G 

G 

oo 

2 

ee 

£ 

a# 

22 


s' 

2 


sukoon a 

U 

i sbadda 



an 

un 

un 

in 

o 



(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 


j 

** 







* 

s 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 



s' 

* 

s' 

♦ 

s' s' 9* 

■if i # a 

£ 0 

M A f * 

** 

*• 

y u - y 

• # ^ ^ 




an envelope 


a pa veme nt, si d ei ua Ik 


a room 


a whistle 


a butterfly 






44 


V 





a yellow whistle 


s' 0 & s' 

LJ^_ - . ^ 0 ^ ijL*^ 




a butters:. 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 


/ Jl 

*+ +* 

, _lA£ 

** *+ 

-a- -9 

/ 

++ 

L? 

++ 

-ij- 

4* 

l5 - 












w +* 

tS** 

* 

*♦ t* 

* 

is 





Qaaf 





t> I 


Break up each word on the right into its separate letters, then rewrite it in its joined form, Write the 
meaning of the word in English in the left hand column. The first one has been done for you. 

a doctor L - a 

> (C *—> 

^ e,g. 

♦ •* * 

+ * 

♦+ 

# 4* * 

5JLU i. 



J 

s' 

"S O / 




* 

. * *>■ ) 3- 




** J 

s 

I# X 

$.L^L? 4 . 




^ * 

& s s 

AS Loj 5. 




^ ^ 0 




flp 7. 




S s 

£,L*_0 8. 




& t 

C LLlP 9. 




** * i * 

AZ*\ 3 isj 
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Break up each word on the right into its separate letters, then rewrite it in its joined form. Write the 
nneaning of the word in English in the left hand column. The first one has been done for you. 

a room 

'l# so $ 

** * * 

A3 S 

& s 0 $ 

5 J 

1$ /O $ 

+* * * 

A3 +£* e a 


j 

J c 

j - 

iS o 

, $J rj\ n 




s' S 

0 12 




& $ 

** 1 ** 

Ak>3 i a. 




** ^ 




* ** 

o ^ 

+ 

^ \ 1 5. 




£~J - 

16. 




V 1 

+ 

17, 




i* ^ js 

t J 1 S' 1 8 J 




* J 

0 iL*j2_>- 19. 




J 1 

a# o ^ 

t^O jAj 20. 




c/ 
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. 5 , aa oo 

s* S 


sukoon a u 


i shadda 


ee 




9 * ft 

an un un in 


^ » 
a u 


(no vowel) 


(doubled 


J 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds, 



Jl jl s 


ii 

1 








il 






s? 


& 




4 


< 


is' 

s' 

ir 

s 

L> 

** 

** 



j 













j * 


•1 


*♦ 


a window 

10 . S 


weak, feeble 









-j 


a sofa , couch 

1^ s' ^ S' 


a star 



& 


a book 


/ 


AsS 
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o S 


aa 

^ uj ^ 

00 

j* 

ee ^ 

& 




j! 



sukoon a 

u 

i shadda 

a 

an 

un 

un 

in 

a 

u 

1 


(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 


+* 

s 








Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 








jj® 111 




r 


f Hr 







* 




s 






L« 












y 


u> 


y 



** 


an imam, prayer 

& 


.-r s&nrtty 


r 


a teacher (m.) 


r 



1* J> 

W 

c 

U-*- 4 


a mouth 

1 * ^ 


a nurse 


r 






Meem 





H r 


$ 


r 


c 


a banana 




* 













i 

£ 

ad 

£ UJ 

i 

i shadda 

oo 

ee 

£ 

nfi 




3 



sukoon a 

u 

d 

( < 

on 

un 

un 

in 

a 

u 

i 


(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 


H 

s' 




£ 



s' 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 




s * 

0 

3 

0 

s' 



s' 











Haa 



* 3 


^ 3 

44A 







* f 












lips 

-fi s 


an alarm dock 

s s> 


* * 


hard-working 


important 

$ ^ 




a telephone 






M* 


a:!* 
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J hi. 


a peacock £***$ 

j - i r«4wi? 


l/JJ 


i? 








a face 


& 





Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds 




333 


y -y -3 




J 










^ ji 




333 


333 



\ 


3 




/ 







U3 -33 


> 





a 



a puppy 


grorotfc, progress 

#J! J! 


£ 
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^ 

JuU 



Waaw 



J 


> 





J 


J 


face 













£ ^ 

Q 

\ G 

oo 

J3 

ee ^ 

id j ji 



2 


sukoon a 

u 

i shadda 

a 

/ C an 

un un 

in 

a 

u 

i 

(no vowel) 


(doubled 

letter) 


J 






S' 


Copy each row twice onto the lines provided and practise reading the sounds. 











* 

lt 

+4 







2 

lS 



1* 

L>> 




_4£oL 


J 



--- 

•* 

Aj 


$ s 





5.1 


J n 



^ Ji 

0* 

s' 

J 

*2 

^ A J 

■2 

u 


/ c 

^ ** ** 

** 

*4 ** *4 

s' 

«4 

♦4 



*4 

£ 













s' 

-t-^L 

s' 

s' 

Saf- 

0 J 

s' 

1 

u 

2 

0— > 



tf o 

/ C / c 

+4 

4* ** 

J- 

*♦ 

J " 

•* «• 

•4 ** 

/ 

♦4 

** 




















grey (gray) 

a chair 

a kettle a car 

ij day 


& 


w 


f# 
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Similar Sounding Words 


The pairs of words listed below demonstrate the importance of correct pronunciation in Arabic, because 
the slightest difference in sound can totally change the meaning of a word. Each pair of words below 
contains similar sounding letters. Practise reading them several times with your Arabic teacher until you 
can tell them apart. Then ask your teacher to dictate them to you until you can write them down 
correctly. 



* 



y 1 

* 

spacious 

[ ** 

eloquent 

re- 

K* 


& 0 s' 

* 


Os 

£ * 

check-up; 

lest 


awe; respect; 
prestige 

^LS 


& 0 


0 

desire 


inheritance 




1$ S S 

J 


T* 


correct 


rewards 


j\y 


0 ^ 



0 s 

# 

direction 

u 

dress 

c 

-r^ 

glossy 


heavy 

iS 

i- 

** u 


S S 


s s 

a pyramid 

(V s 

holy; 

forbidden 



he strove, 
endeavoured 

S s s 

he denied 

s 

s s 


* 





^ 0 ^ 

a river 


an axe 



a worker (m) 

& 

pregnant 

& 

J 



& s 0 

* J J 


1* 

* J 

0 

confession, 

admission 


profession, 

trade 


^ rr" 

a brain 

1 £ O s 

food 

0 S 


^ ^ ^ 


A* 

s s S 

run geness 


ruin 

4j 1 y>- 

excess 

$ J1 jj 

A 

emptiness 

JJ J2 


clay, soil 


a pilot 


cleverness 


he measured 


a dog 


he deceived 


after 


a path, trail 


a stench, 
stink 


he vowed 


flowers 


he whistled 


he poured 


son-in-law 









* 


a trend 


discord, 
civil strife 


he said 


a heart 





* 




he wrecked 



some 



o s 

O beating, 
* hitting 



* * 


victory, 

triumph 



J Ju he looked 





s' s' s' 


appearance 


afl 3 J 




he travelled 








he insulted 




o 

j g sorcery 


iS a 
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IIP 


This is 

If you want to say 'This is a (something)' in Arabic, you need to know whether the thing you are 
introducing is masculine or feminine, Many singular feminine nouns in Arabic end in a 'tied too' (taa 
marbuta) and are therefore easily recognisable. Most singular nouns that do not end in taa marbuta are 

masculine-. 

In Arabic, the verb ’to be' is not usually used in the present tense, so you don't need a separate word 
for 'is' in the sentences that follow, because the idea of 'is' is implied in the word for 'this'. 


^ /■ 


The masculine word for ’This is' in Arabic is: I JuJfc which is pronounced ’haadha', as if it has a ;ong ’aa' 
sound after the hoa. For example: This is o (mole) teacher; (haadhia mu’allimun). 

The feminine word for 'This is' in Arabic is: o Jj& which is pronounced 'haadhihi', again, as if it has a long 


'aa' sound after the haa at the beginning of the word. 

For example: This is a (female) teacher; 0-U& (haadhihi rnu'allimatun). 


Practise reading the following sentences and learn the words and their meanings. 
Copy each sentence out onto the line provided, 



This is a ( pair of) 
glasses. 



tfs S ^ > 

. SjU2J 0 


This is a hook . 



. ^1x5” IJLfc 

* 
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Write a sentence in Arabic under each picture using the correct form of "This is", following the examples 
on the opposite page. The words ending in taa marbuta are all feminine: the rest are masculine. 




This is a rabbit 


& sO S 

* f 


This is a squirrel. 



This is a (piece of) 
meat. 





This is a snake . 


Oj-J 
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Using the vocabulary you have learned during the course of this book to help you, label the arrowed 
items in the following pictures, beginning each label with the correct form of 'This is', Two items have 

been done for you by way of example, 



This is i a fish. 


This is a cup. 


This is a hall. 


aJ all o 1 & 


This is a table. 


jj 


11a 


This is a chair. 


This is a fork . 




This is a pear. 


ibis is a bear. 


This is a horse , 


This is a bicycle. 
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This is a rabbit. 


This is a wolf. 


This is a chameleon 



This is a molar. 


This is a computer. 


This is a chicken . 


is an 



is meat. 


This is a lock * 


77 ? m is a lioness. 


This is a fridge (icebox t. 
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Al-Alif al-Maqsura 

Some Arabic words have a special kind of aiif at the end of them, known as an alif al-maqsura. it has the 
shape of the letter 'yaa', but without any dots underneath it, It always has a fatha before it, and it is 
usually pronounced 'aa\ Below are some examples of words ending in al-alif al-maqsura, Practise read- 
ing these words, and then copy them out in your exercise book, 


a hospital 


a cafe 


a building 


a lord, master 


a goal; range 


a shelter, place 
of refuge 


s 5 s C 9 


* * 



0 ^ 




sO 


J*y 


s' S 


he strove, 
endeavoured 





he intended 


iSy 


he came, arrived 


s' Q s' 



s' 0 S' 

£ 




he gave 


it was enough, 
sufficient 


s' 0 S 

J ^ 

s' s' 


0 9 


smaller, younger 
(feminine) 



he built 


he ran 


he told, related, 
reported 


he saw 


he bought, 
purchased 


he rebelled 











(Sb 


s' 0 



s' s' 



Mustafa 

s s 0 9 

*/9a 

larger, older 
(feminine) 

^ 0 > 

he spent time 


Musa (Moses) 

s' J 1 

<jyy 

farther, more 
distant; maximum 

s' 0 S' 

he forbade, banned 

S' s' 

’Isa (Jesus) 

Z' 

nearer; lower; 
minimum 

s' 0 S' 

he walked 

U A 

Yahya (John) 

s' 0 s' 

higher 

s' 0 s' 

J*' 

he fulfilled 
(a promise) 

s' ^ 

Salma 

s' 0 S' 

higher, superior 

s' 0 s' 

** c 

a * t 

lTJ 1 

he cried 

& 

Salwa 

s' 0 s' 

iS 

stronger 

0 ^ 

+* V 

i£j»' 

he gdve someone 
a drink 


Layla 

s' 0 s' 

y 

a patient 

s' 0 S' 

he told, related 

s' s' 

tSjj 

Yusra 

s' 0 J 3 

l£ j*~-i 

pasture, grazing 

s' 0 s' 

^y 

he refused 

"e 
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The Sun and Moon Letters 

So far, the words you have been reading in this book have been indefinite (e,g, a book, an eye etc,, 
rather than the book, the eye), Tanween is used on the last letter of a word to show that the word is 
indefinite, e.g. kitaabun - a book. 

One of the ways of making an Arabic word definite is to attach the word a 
(meaning ’the') before it. The alif in ’at' is a weak alif, meaning that it can only be 
pronounced if it is at the beginning of a sentence, (that is to say, when no other 
letter comes before it). When a word is defined, it can no longer take tanween, 
instead, the last letter of the word takes a single vowel (i.e, a fatha, kasra or 
damma), e.g. al-kitaabu - the book, 

The Arabic alphabet, as you may already have realised, has twenty-eight letters, These letters are 
divided into two equal groups. One group is known as the 'moon letters', and the other as the ’sun 

letters’ , 

When the laam in ’a!' is followed by one of the moon letters, it automatically takes a sukoon and is 
pronounced. However, when the laam of 'al' is followed by one of the sun letters, it becomes silent (in 
other words, it isn't pronounced). When a sun letter comes immediately after the 'al', a shadda must be 
written on the sun letter, 

Study the examples below, and practise reading them aloud: 



The Fourteen Moon Letters 


iS j ^ 

t t t C d ^ 1 


2 ^ Os' ^ ^ 

the mouth -t-sd* a mouth p-9 

the sofa <Os_jj i r l a sofa 4-Soj 

2 s Os' & < 

the train a train j U2-- 

2 sOs ^ 

the door t >LJl a door < J L 

• ■ 

-£ c 2^ o.s ^ ° ^ 

the chair JnJ- a chair lS^ 1 . 

2 .s s o s & ^ s 

the carrot j a carrot 

Ji £ ^ 2 Os- $ s- 2 

the teacher a teacher 

2 s- 1 Os *2 s' 4 

the shoe a shoe sJ_L>- 

^ > 

2 s os i2 s 

the telephone a telephone 

2 o 2 Os- 2o 2 

the bread j , 4. il bread j_J»- 

2 ss Gat ^ Y 

the boy jJ .J ' a boy Jj a 

2 2 s 2 2s 

the old man ^ an old man j 

the hand J Si a hand Au 

«-• ** 

2 s-o 2 Os ^ ' o 

the room -O' a room dj ^ 
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Moon letter reading practice 

When ' al' (the) is preceded by a word ending in a vowel, the alif becomes silent and the preceding 
vowel sound is ‘slid' together with the laam of the 'ai\ so it sounds as if there is no space or pause 
between the words. Therefore, in the first example below, the sentence would read as follows; "Lao tajlis 
'alal-ardi." Note that the 'a' sound of the alif al-maqsura is shortened, so that it sounds like a fatha, 
Similarly, in sentence 14 below, the ’ee‘ sound of 'fee' is shortened as it is slid together with the following 
word, thus: ’’Laa tada’il-yacSa fil-jaybi". It is therefore necessary to look ahead when reading Arabic to 
see if the sound at the end of one word needs to be slid together with the next word. 

Practise reading the sentences below out loud, paying close attention to sliding the sounds together 
where necessary, 


1 , Don't sit on the ground. 


0 s o 


/ y 1 o 


0 s 


Jk* 


2. Ducks like [the] water. 


i } J 

^ s' D (A G ^ 

, t LJI JaJI 


3. 1 like [the] carrots. 


v * 5 / 




4, This [the] shoe is new 


Ju 




IjUJI fJLi 


5, This [the] bread is delicious. 


^ J* 0 ^ G ^ 


6. I like helping the old man. 




j 


7. This [the] room is wide. 


s s' s' B # 




8. Don't put the pen in the mouth 


a s- ^ o ^ v * 


9. This [the] train is fast, 


I* 




J 


Ua. I JJSi 


10. This [the] chair is broken. 


J 2 Os 


Ta O 3 


JJH 


1 1 , This [the] teacher is excellent. 


12, This [the] telephone is out of order. 


„o f J> 4s i q 


tS £ ^ 9 - $ s- G s' s' 

. yJiuV, j' 


1 3. T his [the] boy is polite. 


14. Don't put the hand in the pocket. 


([3 s $ Jl ^ v 3 s + s' 

. jJjJl 


o ^ o 



\ x3l V 
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The Fourteen Sun Letters 

Whpn the i aa m in 'ai' is followed by one of the sun letters, it becomes silent (not pronounced), and a 
S w °tten on the suh letter, making the sauna of the sun letter more Intense. So. to- example. 

iaajun' (o crown), becomes attooju (the crown;. 

Study the examples below, and practise reading them aloud: 






the tree 


0 


j* 


tA 




a tree 


the whistle 


^ / Si & 

** 

6 J 


a whistle 


iA^ Si 

r 


the crown 


0 X 


Jt o 


iA c 


A Si 


JL 


S S tZ 3 1 


a crown 




l' 


5 


the refrigerator a refrigerator 


5 


i 


the molar 
tooth 



a molar 
tooth 





the doctor (f.) 



a doctor (f.) 


iA ^ -■ , 


the bear 


JL a bear 


gs 


A 0 


rfi O 


4 4* f 


* 4* * 


c > 


iA o 


the envelope 



an envelope 



the wolf 


JL a wolf 




the wrist 


tA 




the ostrich 


the painting 


<UUa an ostrich 


3 s o 3 

TtS j s r 

Aj>- A. a painting 



the flower 


S o i 


A ^ O Si 

5 y>> 


lA o 


a wrist 


a flower 


iSC o 
** . 


c - 

t 


Si 


the bed 


a bed 


is 


As with the moon letter sentences, the last vowel sound on any word before a word beginning with l al' is 
’slid' together with the sun letter, So the first sentence below would read: Yalbasul-malikut-taajadh 


dhahabiyya," Practise reading the following sentences out loud. 




1 . The king is wearing the golden crown 


2, 1 put the ice in the refrigerator. 



- si » ' o s 

A. Ci-i-o-Jl 


si; ^ o si $ o s s 


Os s 

* 


0 £ ^ 


s S & s^ y 


i 


3. 1 like the black bear. 


. b 


VI 


A 


t 


4, The wolf ote the rabbit, 


5, This [the] wrist is broken 


6, This [the] flower is beautiful, 


" This [the] bed is comfortable. 




0 3 0 



■>A 


3 s o Si 





r 0j Jty 


33 ; 


£ 


c 


b^ a-l J 5 


tA 3 o^s 3 o . " 



a Jjfc 


/ ^ 



lift 


8, This [the] tree is old, 





9, The yellow whistle is blocked 


J 2 0 s' J 1 s 0 W 

S3 $ eJ ^ 


£ - "■ 


W . ^ 

’J 


6 iLi -2. 


1 0, This [the] molar tooth is rotten. 



/ y 


jjt 


1 1 , That [the] doctor (f.) is skilful. 


^ ^ £ S S- 0 

. 5 £)b 


1 2. This [the] envelope is open, 


iS So s » 0 


1 3. The ostrich is faster than the human 


v ^ v /* / u ** * ** 


0 „ ? ^ JpjH'C 




£ 


Cm 




14. This [the] painting is beautiful. 




r<h~ 


J> s' D $ 

>- 


0 _lw& 


Further reading practice with sun and moon letters 


x' ^ ^ jJ 0 C ^ y J y O ^ 

2, .aJJLJi O-cJl oJuSs 





This girl is opening the windows 


E 



^ s/l ^ ^ J* 0 X ^ b S' 

SJjlJaJl jJjJi l-Lft ^L>v: 


**■ ** 


This hoy is sitting on the table . 


^ 3 ^ 


4. 




J 2 ^ 0 ^ ^ 2 s' O s 0 . - 

UJ1 JLp 3 i ij-oJI oJjfc « : 

' '&T 

,W 



/ /f/.v woman is typing on the computer 


S' S' S' C S -S |>J s ^ _s $ s' Q s' 

. ^rj\ l_L& Uaj 



-'S'" 


v 1 I ! 


This man is reading the newspaper. 



/ 


^ ^ S oo 


3 3 


5. . 




0 J Jfc 


>* ^ ^ 


77? i'j y/r/ /.v riding rite bicycle. 



8. 



St j^aJI i JcA t_ 


This woman is drinking the milk. 




64 


Dialogue 1: Who is this? 



Classroom Activity 

P r octise introducing yourself to 
your friends in Arabic, Ask your 
■ en o who another person in the 
: assroom is by saying either 'Who 
is this?' or 'Who is that boy/girl? 1 in 
Arabic. 


Vocabulary 


£ 







this (m.) ' 

he (is) 


that (m.) 


■* 

this (f.) o±XJk 

she (is) 

> 

that (f.) 

s 0 

diL 


0 ^ 

who? ^ 


a boy 


jd 




- 
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Dialogue 2: What’s your name? 
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Dialogue 3: Where is your friend? 








ft i 

in the mosque 


Vocabulary 


Peace be upon you. 


* j i ’ ■ ' 


* 

(Reply): And upon you be 
peace. 


where (is)? 


today 


your friend (m.) 




your friend (f.) 




s 0 j s 0 

viLJI J ... 

s *♦ ^ 

in the library 


^ *• s 

in the classroom 




in the sports hall 


o A^ o ^ s' A s s 




A $ A c 


. ^OLJl : S 


^ a 


y L» ^ 




: 


o S^.a x , J> ' S - 




i> ' A > S^s> 


S /■ X' 


* ^ . j * i 


.,-■ .j* ^ v o .. 

? fjdl diAi ^ 


/ W z' 




* “ * 




^ 0 0 

^ ** ^ 
;?i the playground 


.>^U ^ j ... 

in the dining hall 




V - 


i_T * 1 * 

^ *+ v 

in the headteacher's office 




Dialogue 4: Goodbye 





£ j* 


• , LwJ 




^ Jf o ^ 0 ^ 



. aSj Xo^>Jl 


$ 

J 


** / 


? CjG>tv3 - « ■ < C 


5 ^ o ^ o ^ 

.<dJ 


J 0 / 

*+ t 

^.jy 


: LJ 

#* 

■'V' jj 0 ^ 

b : *o> 



j 


* 


s ^ £5 ^ 


: llJ 


s o 


i>i > / 

^ ^ if ^ x" ^ 

t Ulll Jl . -^'A~J\ ^ : LJ 

-if .jp v 




J3 


v S v; j- s s 


ip j* 


& S S' ^ y- 


J* 






■r*^ 

<*■ ■ 


LS ^ 0 ^ O s 

, ^JJ Jw<*_>0^ $ 




■r^ 

L^s 


y' /" 





■ <" - • f . 

k_j lUJ ( — -)t 9 . 


*OwW^ 


-£ y3 O 


^JJ 


JT 


k' 


5j 


. 4^J 



/ ^ 


£* ■ 


4_ljl Obi . *b*^Gdl *_4 

y y ** 


how are 
you? (m.) 

how are 
you? (f.) 

goodbye 


[Go] in God's 
protection 

until we 
meet again 


y' $ y' ^ D y 

?dyUW ^_jT 


meet., meeting 




^OUU-O^b good morning 


*UJ 


-OPtJ 1 ?* L i—J? 


5 > 5 .5 


C 


praise 


God, Allah 


Til Q 
l 


ji 5 

<dJl 


jr ^ lM f -r" 

0>*>UJI ,*_J 


tf 


<uJI jUi 


,uLi jj 


(reply) good 
morning 

good evening 


■£ ->1 ,' 

- 1 


morning 


evening 


s 4— 1 1 y U* 

j j ( 


to God 


tM 

UJ good, well 


□ J! 


slL-^ health 




j* ^ 


(reply) good 
evening 

^ -S i 

how is your (m.) V ^LJol 
health? 

how is your (f.) 
health? 

praise be to God 


j ;0a ) £ L****-* 



& £ a ** o 

*Jll 


with 


peace 


protection 


to, until 




IS y ^ ^ 

*b° bL-W-V 

1* y -y 

out 


light 


how? 


your condition, 
state (m.) 

your condition, 
state (f.) 


is 

^ * 

%H ^ , 

iff o ^ 


iff J! 

jy 

.y Q 

Os-G 


5 

* It 




Jl well, good 
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